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ABSTRACT 
1000 optometrists listed in the Blue Book of Optometrists were surveyed at random. A 
response rate of 44.5% was received, representing each of the fifty states and the District of 
Columbia. The survey investigated student indebtedness and its relationship to practice modality. 
9.67% of our respondents chose their initial modality because they needed to earn the most money 
possible. Of those, 50% chose commercial practice as their initial modality. 55% of the 
practitioners that initally chose commercial practice switched modes by the end of their second or 
third year of practice. For the 45% that did not leave commercial practice the majority were recent 
graduates and thus could not be followed over a ten year period. We tracked the initial modes of 
graduates between 1970 and 1994. It was found that there was an increase of commercial 
practitioners, a decrease in solo practitioners, while the number of employed optometrists in other 
modes remained relatively constant through time. 
INTRODUCTION 
There is an ever growing concern that the rising cost of an optometric education is forcing 
graduates into practice modes with high initial earning potential or corporate/commercial practice. 
According to Kaufman, however, the most desired practice mode for new graduates is solo 
practice. I Even though the majority of graduates would prefer to work in professional practice 
settings, recent graduates are enticed by the high initial salary that corporate/commercial practice 
has to offer. This trend is not unique to optometry. Kassebaum found in his study regarding 
indebtedness and the specialty choices of graduating medical students, that a tendency to select 
non-primary care specialties was associated with high indebtedness. Debt was not an influencing 
factor for students with smaller amounts of debt, but for those with debts of $75,000 or greater, 
there was a greater likelihood to select surgical or support specialties with higher incomes.2 
1 
The purpose of this paper is to determine the relationship between indebtedness of 
optometry graduates and their initially chosen practice modality. A second purpose is to track 
practice mode histories in the first ten years to see if graduates would switch modes once their debt 
load was decreased to a controlled level. 
METHODS 
The data for this research were obtained from a random sampling of 1000 optometrists in 
The Blue Book of Optometrists for 1996.3 Questions regarding indebtedness, practice modality 
and repayment periods were asked. Questions were also asked about reasons for initially chosen 
modality and level of satisfaction. These questions were asked in an attempt to find a relationship 
between these variables. The responses were compared graphically to determine any association 
between high indebtedness and commercial practice. 
RESULTS 
A. The sample: 
445 responses were received representing all 50 states, including the District of Columbia. 
350 of the respondents were male and 95 were female . The average graduation year was 1982. 
The average net income in 1994 for our sample fell within the $65,000- $80,000 range. A break 
down of the net incomes of the survey sample can be seen in figure 1. 39.33 is the mean number 
of hours worked per week; the range is 3 to 75. 
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Figure 1 
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When asked about the amount of student debt each respondent had at graduation, 18.81% 
reported that they had no student debt. The largest group of survey responses fell in the less than 
$20,000 category at 30.18%. The distribution of indebtedness at graduation can be seen in figure 
2. Table I shows the number of respondents in each debt category by each graduation year. 
Figure 2 Student Debt 
35 
a 30 
0 25 ...... 
0.. 20 0 15 
....... 
t:: 10 
'l.) 
u 5 
..... 
Q.) 0 p... 
c c c c c 0 .... 
c c c c c 0 
c ~ o_ o_ o_ 0 <1) 
c V) 0 V) c 0 ... 0 N <"> V) -a 00 0 E 
' 0 ' ' 0 V) c V) 00 
"" 
0l <') V) \0 
"" "" "" 
..., 
"" 
Indebtedness 
3 
Table I Student debt at graduation by thousands 
Year of <20 20-35 35-50 50-65 65-80 80+ no total 
grad reply 
60 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
61 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
62 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
63 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
64 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
65 5 0 0 1 0 0 0 6 
66 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
67 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
68 9 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
69 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
70 8 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 
71 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 13 
72 6 1 1 0 0 0 0 8 
73 8 1 0 0 0 0 0 9 
74 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
75 8 2 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 
76 1 6 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 7 
77 1 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 
78 7 3 1 1 1 0 0 1 3 
79 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 
80 1 0 5 1 0 0 0 0 1 6 
81 8 9 0 1 1 0 0 1 9 
82 8 4 1 0 0 0 0 1 3 
83 10 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 22 
84 9 4 4 3 0 0 0 20 
85 6 8 4 4 1 1 0 24 
86 5 9 1 1 1 0 0 17 
87 6 4 3 1 4 1 0 19 
88 1 6 5 6 1 0 0 1 9 
89 6 2 8 4 4 0 0 24 
90 4 2 4 2 5 6 0 23 
91 2 4 3 3 2 2 1 1 7 
92 1 4 5 3 3 4 0 20 
93 1 3 4 2 3 5 0 1 8 
94 2 2 1 3 4 4 3 16 
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Figures 3-8 show the percent of optometrists in each debt category for each year of 
graduation. Figure 3, the less than $20,000 debt category, represents almost every respondent 
graduating before 1980. There was a rapid decrease in the percentage of graduates with this 
amount of debt after this time. The debt category from $20,000 to $35,000 contained a range of 
similar numbers of responses for those graduating between 1967 and 1994. There was a peak in 
1986 at 52.94%, as shown in figure 4. Figures 5 and 6 each show that there is a slight increasing 
trend after 1978 for those in the $35,000 and $65,000 debt category. A debt load between 
$65,000 and $80,000 at graduation was practically nonexistent for respondents graduating before 
1985. For those between 1985 and 1994, that amount of debt has remained steady as shown in 
figure 7. Before 1990, debt of $80,000 or more was extremely rare. An average of 22.13% of 
those graduating after 1990, were encumbered by this amount of debt. This is demonstrated in 
figure 8. 
Figure 3 
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Figure 4 
Figure 5 
F1gure 6 
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Figure 7 
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C. Indebtedness and practice mode: 
For those with less than $20,000 debt, 28.5% entered solo practice within one year of 
graduation. There is a trend with increasing numbers of practitioners able to enter solo practice 
with each year following graduation. At the same time, only 6.07% of those with this amount of 
debt entered commercial practice. The number of commercial practitioners in this debt category 
drastically decreased after year one. This data is demonstrated in figure 9 and table II (see 
appendix A). 
Figure 9 
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For the $20,000 to $35,000 debt category, within the first year of graduation, 17.6% were 
employed in other fields such as education or research. The next largest group, corporate practice, 
resulted in 15.4%. Solo practice made up 14.3%, while associateships accounted for 13.2% of 
those with this debt load. See Figure 10 and table ill (see appendix A). 
Figure 10 $20,000-$35,000 Debt at Graduation 
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20.4% of those in the $35,000 to $50,000 debt category were in associate practice by the 
end of their first year. Meanwhile, corporate practice had 18.4%, while solo and employed other 
each accounted for 10.2%. This is demonstrated in figure 11 and table IV. (see appendix A) 
Figure ll 
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In the $50,000 to $65,000 debt category, corporate practice and partnerships with OD's, 
each accounted for the largest percentages in the first year of practice, at 22.9%. The number of 
practitioners in corporate practice peaked two years after graduation. Those in associateships 
accounted for 17.1 %, while those in solo practice only resulted in 8.57%. See figure 12 and table 
V. (see appendix A) 
Figure 12 
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At the end of the first year of practice, for those with debt between $65,000 and $80,000, 
there was an equal number of practitioners in solo and corporate practice at 31%. This can be 
noted in figure 13 and table VI.(see appendix A) 
Figure 13 $65,000-$80,000 Debt at Graduation 
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For those with debt over $80,000, the most commonly chosen initial mode was corporate 
practice at 30.4%. The next significant mode was associate practice with 21.7%. In contrast to 
other categories, only 4.35% were able to enter solo practice at the end of their first year. This is 
shown in.figure 14 and table VII. (see appendix A) 
Figure 14 Greater than $80,000 Debt at Graduation 
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D. Practice Mode Choice 
31.8% of the respondents stated the main reason they chose their initial mode was that it 
was their "most desired" modality. Another 22.8% chose their initial mode based on "greatest 
personal satisfaction." The various reasons for initial practice mode choice can be noted from 
figure 15. 
Figure 15 Reason for Initial Mode Choice 
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78.60% reported that they were happy in their present practice modality. 69.91% agreed 
that they were in the mode of practice that they hoped they would be in when they graduated. 
69.4% felt that their education adequately prepared them for clinical practice. 
E. Debt pay off 
67.42% of the respondents did not have any outstanding student loans when surveyed in 
February of 1996. Within a period of ten years, 93.78% of them had completely paid off their 
loans. Of the remaining 32.48%, with outstanding student loans, 74.31% anticipated repaying 
their debt within 5-l 0 years of the survey date. Figures 16 and 17 show the known repayment 
periods of those no longer in debt and the estimated repayment periods of those that still have 
outstanding student loans, respectively. 
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Figure 16 
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Figure 17 Anticipated Time for Debt Repayment 
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F. Cost-effectiveness of educational expenses: 
Respondents were asked to reflect upon the cost of their education and what their lifetime 
earnings would be, and consequently if they would recommend optometry as a career to their son 
or daughter, 69.16% said they would. Figure 18 shows this relationship. 
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Figure lR 
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According to The Association of Schools and Colleges of Optometry (ASCO), the average 
indebtedness of students in 1995 nationwide, was $46,335.4 The 1982 graduates in this study 
reported an average debt of $15,577. $15,577 in 1982 is only worth $10,159 in 1994, as 
determined by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.5 Adjusting for this change, the 1995 graduate 
has the equivalent of a $30,218 debt load expressed in 1982 dollars. This represents a debt of 
almost twice that of the graduate in 1982. The class of 1982 was chosen because it is the average 
graduating year of our sample. 
We found a trend that showed an increase in the number of graduates entering corporate 
practice since 1980. This trend became more pronounced in the 1990's. The average percentage 
of new graduates entering commercial practice between 1991 and 1994 was 28.49%. Most of the 
graduates who entered corporate practice their first year remained for only 2-3 years before 
switching to private practice. 
9.67% of our respondents chose their initial modality because they needed to earn the most 
money possible. Of those, 50% chose commercial practice. Only 12.5% that entered solo or other 
forms of employment, such as education or research, indicated money as the main reason for their 
initial mode chosen. Table VIII indicates the number of respondents and percentage by mode. 
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Table VIII Money as reason for initial mode 
Practice mode No. of respondents Percentage 
~olo practice 5 12.50% 
Shared expense w! OD 1 2.50% 
Shared expense w/ MD 0 0% 
Partnership w/OD 1 2.50% 
Partnership w/ MD 0 0% 
Franchise owner 0 0% 
Associates hip 4 10% 
MD/ Med. clinic 1 2.50% 
HMO 2 5% 
Govt. or Military 1 2.50% 
Chain/Corp. 20 50% 
Employed other 5 12.50% 
Self-employed other 0 0% 
rrotal Respondents 1 4 01 100% 
Of the 60 respondents who initially entered corporate practice 55% switched modes, while 
45% did not. However, it is necessary to state that 51.85% of those who have not switched 
modes are recent graduates from the classes of 1991-1994. It is not known whether they will · 
change modes over time. However, according to their counterparts who graduated before them, 
this trend is likely to continue. 
These trends are significant but weak because of the small percentage ( 13.48%) of those in 
our survey who initially entered corporate practice. Another factor to be considered is that the 
average year of graduation of our sample was 1982. 
When comparing the six debt categories we noted a common trend of four main modes of 
practice. These practice modalities are solo practice, partnership with another OD, associateship, 
and corporate practice. It is clear that those with the least amount of debt are most likely to enter 
solo practice soon after graduation (figure 9). Whereas, a greater number of graduates, at the other 
end of the spectrum (those with $80,000 or more indebtedness) were more likely to enter 
commercial practice in the first few years after graduation. It is difficult to draw significant 
conclusions in this high debt category for two reasons. The first reason is that only 5.18% of our 
1 7 
respondents fell into this category. Secondly, we were unable to track them through their first ten 
years of practice because they were such recent graduates. 
We found that in each of our six debt categories there appeared to be a major decrease in the 
number of practitioners in commercial and associate practice after the second or third year. Kegel-
Flom, in 1989, found that after two years of practice there was a major shift from being employed 
to self-employed. 6 
Further analysis brought about the question as to what percent of our respondents, in each 
graduating year, were in commercial practice at the end of their .first year. Figure 19 shows this 
relationship. 
Figure 19 
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There is a gradual increase in the percent of respondents in commercial/corporate practice with each 
graduating year. At the same time, figure 20 shows a definite decrease over time in the percent of 
solo practitioners at the end of their first year. 
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Figure 20 Optometrists entering solo first year 
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Meanwhile, the percent of employed optometrists has remained quite steady, hovering around 30% 
of respondents, through all surveyed years of graduation. This can be seen in figure 21. 
Figure 21 
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Corporate practice is so widely advertised in the media that its role in optometry is often 
misleading, when in actuality only a small number of practitioners are currently practicing in a 
corporate setting. According to a study by Porritt, only 4.7% of practitioners surveyed were in 
corporate practice.? Another study by McAlister , et al also found that the number of graduates of 
the University of Missouri-St. Louis School of Optometry from the classes of 1984 to 1988, only 
4% worked in commercial settings. 8 While these authors found a low percentage of optometrists 
in commercial practice, Bennett et al in the State of the Profession 1996 found that 18.0% of 
optometrists worked in chains and superstores in 1995.9 
1 9 
We found a positive association but a weak relationship between the number of recent 
graduates going into commercial practice and the amount of student indebtedness. This was 
especially true for those with the highest indebtedness. 
We also found that the number of practitioners in commercial practice decreases after two 
or three years from graduation. Most of those leaving commercial practice went into private 
practice. Our data indicate that the amount of indebtedness has been increasing since 1984 with a 
more pronounced increase after 1990. Because the debt load continues to grow, further studies of 
graduates since 1990 may show a stronger relationship between student indebtedness and 
commercial practice. 
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APPENDIX A 
SUPPORTING TABLES 
A-1 
Table II % OD's with < $20,000 debt 
Years Yr-0 Y r- 1 Yr-2 Yr-3 Yr-4 Yr-5 Yr- 6 Yr- 7 Yr-8 Yr-9 
Solo 15 .42 28 .50 33.64 40.65 42.06 42.99 44.39 44.86 43.93 43.46 
ShareOD 0.93 1 .87 1 .40 0.93 1.40 0.47 0.47 0 . 47 0.47 0.93 
Share MD 0.47 0 . 47 0 .93 0.93 0 .93 0.93 1 .40 1.40 0.93 0.93 
Part OD 7.01 10.28 12.62 14 .49 17.76 20.09 19.63 19.63 20.09 19.63 
Part MD 0.47 0 .47 0.93 0 .93 0.93 0.47 1 .40 0 . 47 0 .47 0.00 
Fran 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.47 0.47 0.93 0.93 0.93 0.93 
Assoc 16.82 13.08 8.88 6.07 4.21 3.74 3.74 2.80 2.80 3.74 
MDmed 1 .87 2.80 2 .34 3.27 3.27 2.80 2.34 1 .87 1 .87 1 .87 
Hl\10 0.47 0.93 2 .34 2.34 2.80 2.34 2.34 2.34 2.34 2.34 
Govt 12.15 16 .36 13.55 6 .54 4.21 2.80 1 .40 1 .40 1.40 1.40 
Corp 4.67 6 .07 7 .94 7.48 7.48 5.14 3.74 5.14 5.14 4.67 
Emp other 9.35 8 .4 1 5 .61 4.21 3 .74 3 .27 2.80 2 .34 2.80 3.27 
Self emp other 0 .93 0.93 1. 87 1.87 1.87 1 .87 1 .40 1.40 1 .87 1 .40 
Table Ill % OD's with $20,000-35,000 Debt 
Years Yr-0 Y r- 1 Yr-2 Yr-3 Yr-4 Yr-5 Yr-6 Yr-7 Yr-8 Yr-9 
Solo 9.89 14.29 21 .98 28.57 26.37 26.37 27.47 27.47 30.77 29.67 
ShareOD 0.00 1 .1 0 1 . 1 0 1 . 1 0 1 . 1 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Share MD 1 . 1 0 1 . 1 0 0.00 1 . 1 0 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Part OD 7.69 10.99 12.09 12 .09 13.1 9 14 .29 14.29 15.38 15.38 14.29 
Part MD 0 .00 0 .00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 
Fran 0 .00 0.00 1 . 1 0 1 .1 0 2 .20 2.20 2.20 2.20 3.30 3.30 
~ssoc 12.09 1 3.1 9 5.49 4.40 3 .3 0 3.30 2.20 0.00 0.00 0.00 
MDmed 7.69 6 .59 5.49 2.20 4.40 5.49 3 .30 3.30 2 .20 2.20 
Hl\10 0.00 3 .30 3 .30 3.30 2.20 2.20 2.20 1. 1 0 1.1 0 2.20 
Govt 5.49 4.40 4.40 3.30 4.40 4.40 3.30 3.30 4.40 4.40 
Corp 8.79 15 .38 15.38 12.09 12.09 8.79 7.69 8 .79 5.49 3 .30 
Emp other 18.68 17.58 16.48 13.1 9 7.69 6.59 6.59 5.49 3.30 3.30 
Self emp other 1 . 1 0 3.30 3.30 3.30 3.30 3.30 3.30 4.40 4.40 3.30 
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Table IV % OD's with$35,000-50, 000 Debt 
Years Yr-0 Y r- 1 Yr-2 Yr-3 Yr-4 Yr-5 Yr-6 Yr-7 Yr-8 Yr-9 
Solo 8.16 10.20 18.37 22.45 24.49 30.61 28.57 20.41 16.33 16.33 
ShareOD 2.04 2.04 6.12 2.04 2.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Share MD 2.04 2.04 2.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Part OD 6.12 8.16 8.16 16.33 16.33 12.24 6.12 6.12 8.16 6.12 
Part MD 2.04 2.04 2 .04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 
Fran 0.00 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 2.04 
Assoc 16.33 20.41 16.33 8.16 6.12 4.08 4.08 2.04 2.04 2.04 
MDmed 6.12 6.12 8.16 8.16 8.16 6.12 4.08 4.08 2.04 2.04 
HMO 0.00 2.04 4.08 6.12 4.08 6.12 4.08 2.04 2 .04 2.04 
Govt 4.08 4.08 4.08 4.08 4.08 2 .04 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Corp 6.12 18.37 10.20 6.12 6.12 2 .04 6.12 4.08 4.08 2.04 
Emp other 6.12 10.20 0.00 2.04 4.08 2.04 2.04 2.04 0.00 0.00 
Self emp other 2.04 2.04 6.12 4.08 0.00 2.04 2.04 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Table v % OD's with $50,000-65,000 Debt 
Years Yr- 0 Yr- 1 Yr-2 Yr-3 Yr-4 Yr-5 Yr-6 Yr-7 Yr-8 Yr-9 
Solo 2.86 8.57 11 .43 17 . 14 14 . 29 17.14 22.86 22.86 17 . 14 14.29 
Share OD 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Share MD 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Part OD 14.29 22.86 20.00 22.86 28.57 22.86 20.00 14.29 1 7.14 11 .43 
Part MD 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Fran 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Assoc 8.57 17.1 4 8 .57 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
MDmed 2.86 5. 71 2 .86 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 
HMO 8.57 5. 71 5.71 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 
Govt 5.71 0.00 2.86 2.86 0.00 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 
Corp 5. 71 22.86 20.00 14.29 14.29 11 .43 5. 71 5.71 5. 71 5. 71 
Emp other 8.57 5. 71 8.57 8.57 11 .43 2.86 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Self emp other 0.00 2.86 5. 71 5. 71 2.86 5. 71 2.86 2.86 2.86 2.86 
A-3 
Table VI % OD's with $65,000-80,000 Debt 
Years Yr-0 Y r- 1 Yr-2 Yr-3 Yr-4 Yr-5 Yr-6 Yr-7 Yr-8 Yr-9 
Solo 17.24 31 .03 34.48 34.48 34.48 34.48 31 .03 20.69 17.24 17.24 
Share OD 3.45 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 
Share MD 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0 .00 0 .00 0.00 0 .00 0 .00 0 .00 0.00 
Part OD 0.00 3.45 10.34 6 .90 6.90 3 .45 3.45 0.00 0 .00 0.00 
Part MD 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0 .0 0 0 .00 
Fran 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 
~ssoc 3.45 6.90 3.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
MDmed 3.45 6.90 6.90 3.45 3.45 3.45 3.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 
HWO 3.45 3.45 3.45 3.45 3.45 3.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Govt 0.00 3.45 0.00 3.45 3.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Corp 17 .24 31 .03 24.14 17.24 13.79 10.34 6.90 3.45 0.00 0.00 
Emp other 13.79 10 .34 13.79 6 .90 6.90 10.34 6.90 3.45 3.45 0.00 
Self emp other 3.45 3.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 
Table VII % OD's with $80,000 and more Debt 
Years Yr-0 Y r- 1 Yr-2 Yr-3 Yr- 4 Yr- 5 Yr- 6 Yr- 7 Yr- 8 Yr-9 
Solo 0.00 4.35 13.04 13.04 13.04 1 7 .39 8 .70 4 .35 4.35 8 .7 0 
ShareOD 0.00 4 .3 5 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Share MD 0.00 0 .0 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 .0 0 0.00 
Part OD 0.00 0.00 4.35 4.35 4.35 4.35 4.35 4.35 4.35 4.35 
Part MD 0.00 0 .0 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 
Fran 0.00 4 .35 4.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 .0 0 0.00 
Assoc 8.70 21.74 1 7.39 8.70 8.70 4.35 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
MDmed 4.35 4.35 8.70 8.70 4.35 4.35 4 .35 4.35 4.35 0.00 
HWO 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0 .00 0 .00 0 .00 0 .00 0 .00 0 .00 
Govt 0 .00 0.00 4 .35 4.35 0 .00 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Corp 17.39 30.43 1 7.39 1 3.04 4 .35 8 .70 4.35 0.00 0 .00 0.00 
Emp other 4.35 1 7. 39 8.70 8.70 4 .35 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Self emp other 0.00 0.00 4.35 0.00 0 .00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
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APPENDIX B 
SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE 
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SURVEY QUESTIONS 
1. Year of Graduation ___ _ Optometry School ________ _ 
2. Age at Graduation 
3. Male Female 
4. What was your Net Income in 1994? 
a. Less than $20,000 __ f. $80-95,000 
b. $20-35,000 g. $95-110,000 
c. $35-50,000 h. $110-125,000 
d. $50-65,000 i. $125-140,000 
e. $65-80,000 j. $140,000 or more 
5. How many hours per week do you work? __ 
6. Reason for choosing initial modality? Please check most significant answer. 
a. Needed to earn most money possible 
b. Most desired modality 
c. Location 
d. Greatest personal satisfaction 
e. Best long term investment 
f. Other (please specify) 
7. If you have changed practice modes over time, list the primary reason(s): 
8. You are happy in your present practice modality. 
Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly disagree 
9. You are in the mode of practice you hoped to be in when you graduated. 
Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly disagree 
10. Your education adequately prepared you for the clinical aspects of practice. 
Strongly agree 1 2 3 4 5 Strongly disagree 
11. Total amount of student debt at graduation? 
a. Less than $20,000 __ d. $50-65,000 
b. $20-35,000 e. $65-80,000 
c. $35-50,000 f. $80,000 or more 
12. Do you still have outstanding student loans? 
Yes __ (go to question 13) 
No __ (go to question 14) 
13. If YES, how long do you anticipate it will take you to pay back your loans? 
a. 0-5 years d. 15-20 years 
b. 5-10 years e. over 20 years 
c. 10-15 years 
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14. If NO, how long did it take you to pay back your loans? 
a. N/A (didn't have loans) 
b. 0-5 years 
c. 5-10 years 
d. 10-15 years 
e. 15-20 years 
f. over 20 years 
15. Reflecting on the cost of your education and what your lifetime earnings will be, would you 
recommend the profession to your son/daughter? 
Yes 
No 
16. Please track your practice mode history as shown in the following example. 
Example: Dr. X waited 6 months after graduation to become licensed. She then was employed at 
an optical chain for two years. Dr. X then went into solo practice. 
Solo practice ,. 
Shared expense w/OD 
Shared expense w/MD 
Partnership w/OD I 
Partnership w/MD 
Franchise owner 
I +----Associateship 
MD/ Meet clinic 
HMO 
Govt. or Military I 
Chain/Corporate ~ • 
Employed other 
Self-employed other I I 
time to licensure ~ I 
0 1 2 3 4 Si 6 7 8 9 : 
' y E A R s 
( 0 = Graduation ) 
Please use the following graph for your practice mode history: 
Solo practice I I 
Shared expense ¥'J/OD I I 
Shared expense w/MD I 
Partnership w/OD 
Partnership w/MD 
Franchise owner 
Associateship I I 
MD/ Med. clinic 
HMO I 
' Govt. or Military 
Chain/Corporate 
Employed other 
Self-employed other I I 
time to licensure ! 
0 1 2 3 4 S i 6 7 8 I 9 
TR s ·- -y E A 
Please return the survey in the envelope provided within 1 week of receipt. Thank you. 
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